BellSouth Ref: BS030265 (03-BS022) 
EXPRESS MAIL #ER046017784US 



CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

[cOl] A video recorder, comprising: 

a processor communicating with memory, the memory for storing video data of an 
event captured by a camera, the video data comprising a series of picture frames; 

a loop buffer also storing video data of the event captured by the camera; and 
a set of rules stored in the memory, the set of rules determining when to transfer 
the contents of the loop buffer into the memory, 

wherein the video recorder utilizes the loop buffer to provide video data preceding 
the event. 

[c02] A video recorder according to claim 1, wherein the memory comprises a mass-storage 
device, the mass storage device storing the video data of the event. 

[c03] A video recorder according to claim 1, wherein the memory comprises an optical storage 
device. 

[c04] A video recorder according to claim 1 , wherein the memory comprises a memory card. 

[c05] A video recorder according to claim 1, wherein the memory comprises a flash memory 
storage device. 

[c061 A video recorder according to claim 1, further comprising an interface to a 
communications network. 
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[c07] A video recorder according to claim 1, wherein the set of rules specifies vehicular data 
that causes a transfer of the contents of the loop buffer into the memory devices memory. 

[c08] A video recorder according to claim 1, further comprising a switch to transfer the 
contents of the loop buffer into the memory. 

[c09J A video recorder according to claim 1, wherein the loop buffer also stores audio data of 
the event captured by a microphone. 

[clO] A video recorder according to claim 1, further comprising an interface with a vehicle 
controller to transfer the contents of the loop buffer into the memory. 

[ell] A video recorder according to claim 1, wherein the set of rules tags the video data with 
metadata, the metadata providing a description of a rule that caused the contents of the 
loop buffer to be transferred to the memory. 

[el 2] A method, comprising: 

storing video data of an event captured by a camera, the video data comprising a 
series of picture frames; 

storing the video data of the event in a loop buffer; 

applying a set of rules to transfer the contents of the loop buffer to the memory, 

wherein the method provides video data preceding the event. 

[cl3] A method according to claim 12, further comprising transferring the contents of the loop 
buffer to a mass-storage device. 

[cl41 A method according to claim 12, further comprising transferring the contents of the loop 
buffer to an optical storage device. 
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[cl5] A method according to claim 12, further comprising transferring the contents of the loop 
buffer to a flash memory storage device. 

[cl61 A method according to claim 12, further comprising transferring the contents of the loop 
buffer via a communications network. 

[cl7] A method according to claim 12, further comprising interfacing with a switch to transfer 
video data of the event. 

[cl8] A method according to claim 12, further comprising transferring audio data of the event. 

[cl9] A method according to claim 12, further comprising interfacing with a vehicle controller 
to transfer video data of the event. 

[c20] A method according to claim 12, further comprising tagging the video data with 
metadata, the metadata providing a description of a rule that caused the contents of the 
loop buffer to be transferred to the memory. 
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